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Prayer for the 250th anniversary of Methodism in Loughborough. 
 

Faithful God, source of all life, in you alone we find our hope, because 

you are the God of our yesterdays, the one who is with us today and the 

God of our tomorrow. We praise you that our hope is realised in Jesus 

Christ, in his grace, mercy and unending love. 

 

In every generation, your Holy Spirit inspires and raises up women and 

men of faith to boldly share your good news of new life and peace for all 
who turn to you. We give you thanks, that for the past 250 years your 

Spirit has worked through the people called Methodist throughout the 

Loughborough area, to help spread scriptural holiness and renew faith. 

 

As we celebrate the movement started by John Wesley, help us to play our 

part in seeking to renew all that we are for the sake of the gospel message. 

May we be open to the changes your Spirit brings as we seek to serve our 
communities, challenge injustice and share your unending love with our 

neighbours and all who are in need. 

 

May we be as one, in heart, mind and soul, working together in the power 

of your Spirit to fulfil our calling as servants of Christ. 

 

May all that we do and the choices we make be for the sake of your 

kingdom and bring glory to your holy name. 
 

Amen. 

Rev’d Andrew Lomax 

 

 



Introduction 
 

Tuesday 31 July 1770. At nine I preached in the marketplace at 

Loughborough, to almost as large a congregation as at Nottingham, and 
equally attentive.              The Journal of John Wesley 

 

Methodists have often been called ‘those Wesleyan renegades’ and 

‘Ranters’. It has been said that ‘where there be Methodists, there be 

trouble’. 
 

The founder of Methodism, John Wesley, was born on 17 or 28 June 1703, 

depending on which calendar was used. He was ordained as an Anglican 

priest in 1728. However, Wesley soon became barred from preaching in 

many parish churches, so he preached and converted folk to the Christian 

way in the open air.  
 

The main stream of the Methodist Church was the Wesleyan Methodists, 

and in the early 1800s the Primitive Methodists broke away. 
 

The first preaching house in Loughborough was in Rectory Place. John 

Wesley preached there on the evening of March 1772, and described it as 

‘new’, and that is why we are celebrating now. Wesley described the 

congregation in Loughborough as lovely: ‘Here is a fair prospect; the last 

society in the circuit is likely to be one of the first. They increase 

continually and are athirst to be, not almost, but altogether, Christians.’ 
 

It is not exactly certain where that first chapel in Rectory Place, which was 
demolished in 1804, or its successor, also on Rectory Place, demolished in 

1832, were located. Despite running up debts of over £1,000 on the two 

chapels and a manse by 1805, the Loughborough Wesleyans felt able to 

build a new chapel on Leicester Road in 1828. 
 

Until the 1780s all Methodists were members of the Established Church, 

and they attended their parish church. They were baptised, married and 

buried there; their meetings together as Methodists were in addition. The 
building in Rectory Place, Loughborough, was a preaching house. Once 

Methodism separated out, chapels started to be built as and when there 

were enough Methodists to need a chapel, or could afford to build one.  
 

In time, there would be a Methodist chapel within a mile of everyone’s 

home so that it could easily be walked to. 
 

And so it all began. 



Barrow on Soar Current membership: 34 

 

Wesleyan Methodists have 

been in Barrow since before 

1780, building a chapel in 

1791. A new chapel (now a 

dental practice) served from 

1822 to 1970, when the two 
chapels merged. 

 

 

 

The Primitive Methodists 
missioned Barrow in 1818, and 

their first chapel was built in 1820, 

being replaced by the current 

building, in a pleasing Arts and 

Crafts style, in 1911. The chapel 

hosted a temperance organisation 

during the 1930s. 
 

 

 

  

 

    

This building was redeveloped in 2019, improving the physical and visual 

access to the chapel, with flexible new spaces designed for community 

use. The recent pandemic meant that the rededication was postponed until 

28 May 2022, but the building is already being fully used by church and 

community groups. A new set of bollards has provided an opportunity for 

witness through yarn bombing. 



Chinese congregation Average attendance: 120 

 

The Loughborough 

Chinese Congregation 

entered into the British 

Methodist umbrella on 21 

May 2017, as can be seen 

here, and over the last 
five years they have been 

welcomed by the 

congregations within the 

Loughborough Circuit.  

When they first started, they assembled at the Good Shepherd Church at 

Park Road, with more than 20 people attending the service. When Rev. 

Calvin Cheung was stationed at this circuit, the congregation started to 

grow. Thanks be to God.  

As the British government welcomed the BNO (British National Overseas) 

people from Hong Kong in the beginning of 2021, there was an influx of 
BNO people entering the UK. More than 15 families came to 

Loughborough and settled in. The church members assisted these new 

families in looking for houses, schools, and their necessities. In view of 

the increase in these new families, with God’s grace, they moved into the 

Trinity Methodist Centre last November. The size of the congregation has 

increased to over 100, including 30 children, and there is enough space to 

expand the Sunday school classes. 

A youth lay worker is to be engaged to further expand the youth work in 

the congregation. It is hoped that this lay worker will not only help the 

Chinese congregation but also the Loughborough Circuit as a mission 
enabler to our youth. It is seen that the second generation is our future, and 

with the help of this lay worker, we can nourish our youth with faith and 

humbly walk with God. 

The congregation have also helped others during the pandemic, as well as 

Ukrainian refugees.  

God’s grace is abundant. He is our shepherd and our Saviour. We all look 

for His guidance so that our future is on His grateful hand. Amen. 



Christchurch Current membership: 58 

 

 

 

 

Shepshed’s Christchurch was 

established in 1969 but its roots go 

back over two hundred years. 

 

 

In 1757, some 19 years after John Wesley felt his heart ‘strangely 

warmed’ in Aldersgate, Wesley’s Methodism arrived in Shepshed – to be 
met by a riot. Nonetheless, a society was established and grew.  
 

Less dramatically, Primitive Methodists – less respectable, more in-your-

face – arrived in 1822, 15 years after the first camp meeting in 
Staffordshire.  
 

 

 

The societies grew alongside each other, and 

though membership fluctuated and debt was 

often a problem, chapels were built. The 

Wesleyans built in Hallcroft in 1842 and in Field 

Street in 1877/8, the same year as the Prims built 

in what is now Charnwood Road. The Prims built 

again on the same site in 1913. 

 

Remarkably, a third Methodist strand also built 

in the late 1870s – the Wesleyan Reformers in 
1879. That society closed after around 30 years, 

but the chapel still exists on Iveshead Road. 
  

 

Although the different strands of Methodism united in 1932, it took 

Shepshed Methodists 37 years to come together as one society in the 
former Wesleyan Field Street chapel, substantially modernised in 1965–7. 
 

Further renovations in 2016 enabled the Christchurch society to continue 

to evolve the ways in which the Christian life is lived in the Shepshed 

community. 



East Leake Current membership: 24  

 

 

 

Unlike many East Midlands 

villages, East Leake only had one 

sort of Methodist chapel – 

Wesleyan. That said, for a while 

they did have two Wesleyan 

chapels, facing each other across 
Main Street. 
 

 

The first chapel was built in 1794 (or 1798 depending on your source) 

some 56 years after John Wesley’s Aldersgate conversion. The land was 
given by farmer John Angrave, who had welcomed John Wesley to his 

house in Hoton in 1772.  
 

Although the chapel was enlarged in 1827, by 1860 it was still not large 

enough so they decided to build a new chapel directly across the road. The 

first chapel continued in use as a Sunday school until it was sold in 1934 

and demolished. The replacement chapel itself was demolished in 1984, 

with only its 1862 datestone retained. 
 

 
 

On the same 1862 site a new church building now stands. Since 
Methodism was first established in the village, East Leake has changed 

considerably and the Methodist church in the village has had to find its 

place within that change, and it has not always been easy. The new 

building is smaller, flexible, centrally located and accessible to all. As 

such, it reflects the evolving role of East Leake Methodists – serving 

Christ by working and worshipping within the community.  



Knightthorpe Current membership: 28 

 

 

In 1915 the Primitive Methodist Mission 

was opened by a small group who had 

previously met in the home of one of the 

members. This is now the main body of 

Knightthorpe Methodist Church.  

 

Seating was added to the room, a vestry plus a communion rail, a wall-

mounted cross and a pulpit. 
 

In 1939 an entrance porch was built and an ex-army wooden hut placed 
behind the church primarily to accommodate the Sunday school. Later, the 

entrance from Knightthorpe Road was developed giving a path through the 

gardens from the double gates, which were donated by Mr and Mrs Bob 

Shooter. 
 

An allotment behind the church was purchased in the 1960s, and when the 

Ashby Road Methodist Church closed, a Banbury prefabricated building 

was brought from there and put in place on the newly acquired land. This 
is now the Ashby Hall. A small, wooden room, kitchen and toilets, which 

had escaped a fire at Shelthorpe Church, were added. 

 

The old front porch was replaced in 1993 

and an extension built creating a reception 

area and toilets. In 2004 another extension 

was completed, giving a community room, 
fully equipped kitchen, toilets and a vestry.  

 

 

The Crown of Life window, originally at 

Nottingham Road, shines in the community 

room.  

 
 

 

 

A new lectern replaced the old pulpit and the angles of the lectern go off in 

various directions representing the outreach of the congregation into the 

community. Its curves represent that life, and the way to God, is not always 

straightforward.  
 



Mountsorrel Current membership: 18 

 

 

There have been Methodists 
in Mountsorrel since before 

1780. John Wesley preached 

in Mountsorrel, in the open, 

on 27 May 1783 at 1.00 p.m. 

Whilst he was preaching it 

began to rain, and it didn’t 

stop for the next two days. 

Despite this, he came back 
in 1786. 
  

 
The only recognisable survivor of 

Mountsorrel’s former Methodist 

chapels.  

All three branches of Methodism had 

chapels in Mountsorrel, and all had a 

strong tradition of organ playing, which 

continues to this day.  

The current Mountsorrel Methodist Church, which was designed between 

1965 and 1969, opened in September 1970. It is well known for providing 

Christian fellowship and food, keeping up the strong tradition of the 

Methodist tea for fellow Methodists, but also reaching out into the 

community. 

 

 



Quorn Current membership: 110 

 

Quorn used to have three Methodist chapels, two built in 1821, but there 

have been Methodists in the village since before 1776. The photographs 
are of the new Wesleyan chapel (1907), the Primitive Methodist chapel 

(now painted blue) and the United Methodist chapel. 

 

 
 

 
 

       

 
Quorn Methodist Football Club  

The local football club was a 

Boys’ Brigade team, then a 

Methodist team, before it was 

Quorn FC in 1952. 
 
 

Loughborough Monitor – 9th October 1947 

(Photograph supplied by Quorn Village 
Online Museum (www.quornmuseum.com) 

 

 

 

Since 1975 Quorn has been a joint Anglican-
Methodist church. The sale of the Methodist 

chapel paid for a kitchen, toilets and meeting 

room – bringing the Anglican church up to 

date! The recent retirement of the vicar will 

undoubtedly lead to change. Quorn has also 

had a Baptist congregation since 1662, and 

the two churches work closely together in 

the schools and in a holiday club.  

 

http://www.quornmuseum.com/


Sileby Current membership: 21 

 

     

1931     2016 

  

Sileby was involved very early in the development of Primitive Methodist 

chapels. The first chapel built by the Primitive Methodists was opened by 

1818. This was soon outgrown and a new church was opened on King 
Street in 1834. 

 

In 1820, George Hanford, a lace manufacturer living in Sileby, became the 

President of the first Primitive Methodist Conference. 

 

The current church was designed by the architect James Kerridge and 

construction started in 1866. The building opened for worship on  

12 May 1867. In 1931, the schoolroom was built on Swan Street.  
  

A pipe organ by Hardy and Son of Stockport was installed and first played 

on 22 February 1900 by James Dann, assistant organist at Peterborough 

Cathedral.  
  

In 1969, Sileby’s Wesleyan 

Methodist Chapel closed and its 

congregation joined King Street. 

Until then, it would depend on 

which of the two your employer 
attended as to which you would 

then attend. 
 

 
 

 

The King Street church underwent redevelopment in 2010 when the hall, 

which had often been used to stage pantomimes and other events, was sold 

and the pipe organ removed. 
  



Trinity Current membership: 126 

 

In 1772 the ‘new’ preaching house was built; in 1828 the Wesleyan 

Chapel in Leicester Road; then there was Primitive Methodist, Methodist 

New Connexion, Bible Christians among others, until three branches 

existed, which joined together in 1932 to become the Methodist Church. 

The three branches were represented in Loughborough by: 

 
1. Wesleyan Methodists, Leicester Road. 

The schoolroom was opposite, with heating pipes running under the road.  
 

 
Leicester Road chapel 

 
The schoolroom 

 
The pipe organ 

 

 
2. Primitive Methodist, Swan Street, with 

Ashby Road, Knightthorpe, Nottingham Road 

and Shelthorpe. 

 
 
3. United Methodist,  

Sparrow Hill. 

 

In the late 1960s all three joined together and met at Leicester Road, then 

called Central Methodist Church. Land was acquired and the building of 

Trinity began. Trinity was opened in February 1966. Nottingham Road 

closed, Shelthorpe burnt down and both congregations moved to Trinity. 

 

 
Foundation stone laying, 

September 1964 

 
Stone laying parade 

 

 



Woodhouse Eaves Current membership: 20 
 

The first Methodist Society in Woodhouse was founded by Benjamin 

Squire, who was converted in 1768, and there is evidence that the 

meetings were held in his home before a chapel was built in 1799. 

 

The present chapel was erected in 1887, in 

front of the original building. Six foundation 

stones were laid on 6 July. It was built by Mr 

Wesley of Woodhouse Eaves. He appears to 

have no connection to the Methodist 

Wesleys. 

 
 

In 1982 the church celebrated the 
50th anniversary of Methodist Union 

with their minister, Rev. D. Brewer, 

dressed as Rev. John Wesley.  

 

 
 

The members were also celebrating the refurbishment and revival of the 

church. The work was completed in 1997 with the creation of an upstairs 

room. Further improvements were made in 2018.  
 

The congregation now face new challenges, however. Messy Church is 

thriving with loyal families attending monthly and the church is used a lot 

by the community, so the doors are regularly open. There are good 

ecumenical links with an integrated weekly Bible study. The congregation 

are attempting to plan ahead and hope that with God at the head, they will 

continue to serve the community and support people in their journey of 

faith. 
 

Woodhouse has its own graveyard where 

the founding members and their families 

are buried. 

 

 



Wymeswold Current membership: 15 
 

 

There is evidence that Methodism entered the 

village in the 1770s, with the first chapel being 

built in 1801. It was enlarged and improved in 

1827. The old chapel continued to be used as a 

schoolroom and meeting room until sold as a 

private dwelling. In the 1970s Wymeswold 
Young Farmers’ Club held their meetings in 

the old chapel. 
 

There is a membership return from 1810 of 47, 

and the return of religious houses in 1829 

noted 100 Wesleyan Methodists.  

  

The present chapel was built in 1845, at a 

cost of £500, and could accommodate 200 

free sittings. The membership at this point 

was 117. Both buildings are now Grade II 

listed. 
 

The 1851 religious census return by 

Joseph Sheppard (the steward, and a 

farmer) recorded 125 worshippers present 

at a morning service, and another 130 in 

the evening. The Sunday school had an 

attendance of 90. 
 

 
Soon after, affected by the Wesleyan Methodist Association split, 

membership fell from 117 in 1846 to 55 in 1853. It stayed around that 

level for the next hundred years. The chapel was thought capable of 

holding 321 people in 1873, 140 in 1940 and 184 in 1970. 

 

In more recent years the chapel has been reordered and refurbished and 

has an informal partnership with the parish church next door. 
  



12th Church – online – https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch  

 
 

The 12th Church, so called because it is the 12th church in the 

Loughborough Circuit, is an online space for people in and outside of 

church. It was created in March 2020 when the country went into 

lockdown during the pandemic. People from around the circuit and further 

afield joined together to worship. 

 

The 12th Church continues now we have returned to our buildings and is 
being developed for everyone, but particularly for those who want to 

engage with matters of faith when it is convenient, or more frequently than 

a Sunday service will allow. 

 

It is a place for everyone interested in faith journeys. Somewhere to 

worship, to question, to travel together and to grow in faith through the 

shared experiences of following Jesus guided by the Holy Spirit. Set up by 
the Loughborough Methodist Circuit. 

 
In time, it is hoped there will be additional space for Bible study and 

prayer. 

 

A digital lay worker was employed in July 2021. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/TwelfthChurch


Churches that have closed 
 

Map of the Loughborough Circuit 

 

 
 

In the past there were three Loughborough Circuits, one each for the 

Wesleyans, Primitives and United Methodists. They combined to make up 

the current Loughborough Methodist Circuit in 1932. This map shows 

where all the chapels were. The blue dots represent the current churches 

and the red stars those that have now closed. 
 

 
Hoton’s 1877 Chapel 

The Angrave’s farm house in Hoton was 
where John Wesley first preached in this 

area and was a base for the early preachers. 

In the early nineteenth century, chapels 

were built in the farming communities 

along the main road from Nottingham to 

Loughborough: Hoton, Rempstone and 

Costock.  

The society in Hoton did well enough to build a larger chapel in 1877, but 

by 1930 this had closed ‘until brighter days’. The Rempstone chapel 

closed in 1856, and that at Costock in 1971. Nothing now remains of those 

two chapels, whilst that in Hoton is now a house. 



 

 

Burton on the Wolds 

 

Charley 

 

Dead Lane, Loughborough, 1818 

 

                     

 
             Hathern 

 
Kegworth 

 
Normanton on Soar 

 

                 

 

 
Seagrave est. 1845    

 
Sutton Bonington 

 

 

 
   Swithland 

 

 
 

Wysall 

        



Our future 
 

Looking back 250 years, there is a rich history and heritage of our 

Methodist chapels. 
 
 

 

Our quarterly plans look different 

today from this one in 1818 when 
we were part of the Nottingham 

Circuit. 
 

Many of our chapels are now 

private dwellings, but equally 

many have stood the test of time 

and are still welcoming people 

each week, both to Sunday 

worship and weekday meetings 
for church members and non-

members alike. 
 

  

Our churches have exciting plans for their future: refurbishments have 

taken place in some churches; others have been blessed with local pastors 

and community outreach workers; more lay people feel able to lead 

worship when preachers are unavailable; there is an online church for 
those who cannot get to a building; the Chinese community is thriving, 

offering a space for those so far from home to meet with friends. 
 

 

Our celebration of the past is a bridge to our future and as in the much-
loved hymn by Marty Haugen: 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell, 

And all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive, 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace, 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions 

  

All are welcome in this place. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Gracious God, we thank you that in every age and place you raise up 

witnesses to your redeeming love in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 

We rejoice today to recall and give thanks for all who have responded to 

the gospel through the witness of the people called Methodists in this area 

over so many years, and especially for those who awakened us to the 

gospel message and nurtured us in faith. As we walk in their footsteps 
keep us faithful in worship, witness and service, praising you for all that is 

past, and trusting you for all that’s to come. We ask it in the Name of 

Jesus, the Pioneer and Perfecter of our faith. Amen. 

Rev’d Hedley Cousin 

  



This booklet 
 

This booklet has been prepared by Dr Karen Ette, Chris Hill, Bobby Peach 

and Philip Thornborow of the Loughborough Circuit. 

 

Many thanks to those who have contributed information, pictures and 
support. We particularly acknowledge the contributions from the 

Methodist Heritage Community websites: 

 

 
 

My Primitive Methodists https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/ 

My United Methodists  https://www.myunitedmethodists.org.uk/  

My Wesleyan Methodists https://www.mywesleyanmethodists.org.uk/  

My Methodist History  https://www.mymethodisthistory.org.uk/  

 
The Methodist Heritage websites are community websites. They bring 

together those with an interest in a place or a person or a theme. Do visit 

the sites and add your comments to existing pages – or create a new page 

where there is a gap. It’s surprising what you will find! 

 

What next?  

 
We hope you enjoy this introduction to the ongoing story of the 

Loughborough Circuit, but there is so much more to tell and we plan to 

draw that together into a larger publication.  

 

Do get in touch if you can contribute. You can contact us through the 

Loughborough Circuit office: Loughboroughmethodist@gmail.com. 

 
 

 

10 July 2022 

https://www.myprimitivemethodists.org.uk/
https://www.myunitedmethodists.org.uk/
https://www.mywesleyanmethodists.org.uk/
https://www.mymethodisthistory.org.uk/

