
Stratton Methodists – memories of Rev Eric Renouf from the 1970s 

Introduction:  Swindon Circuit setting 

The 1970 Methodist Conference stationed me to the Swindon Circuit, where I 

became one of seven Methodist ministers on the staff including the Revd Arthur 

Bott as Superintendent.  Someone once described his job as that of ‘a charioteer 

keeping six wild horses in control’!  We six were mostly in our thirties and forties: 

Eric Waterfield, Ivan Selman, Gregory Stevenson, Donald Brenton, Geoffrey Thorpe  

and myself, Eric Renouf. Here we are, in the early 1970s, after one of our Circuit 

Staff family concerts (I think that is when this photo was taken.) 

 

Swindon Methodist Circuit staff  in early 1970s, (from the left) 

Gregory Stevenson, Eric Waterfield, Derryck Evans, Eric Renouf, 

 Arthur Bott our Superintendent (sadly partly hidden, perhaps typically of him), 

Michael Cripps  (Anglican priest), Don Brenton, Ivan Selman 

Each of us seven Methodist Ministers had pastoral charge in one or more of the 30 

churches in the Swindon Circuit, giving leadership and support for the leaders and 

over 1500 members in the various local situations.  Each one of the staff also had 

chaplaincy and leadership responsibilities outside the life of the Circuit. 

At first I had pastoral charge of the Gorse Hill church and the two Upper Stratton 

churches, Beechcroft Road and St Philip’s Road, also from 1974 the Lower Stratton 

church.  During the nine years in the Swindon Circuit I also served as Free Church 

chaplain at the Seymour Clinic, for some years also as chaplain at the Burderop 

Hospital and at the Stratton St Margaret Hospital.   While I was waiting to take up 

my post at Lower Stratton I was able to have counselling training and experience 

with the Westminster Pastoral Foundation, one day a week, and this helped me 

both in my pastoral care of others and more personally also. 



The Renouf family: 

Rosemary and I, with our three children, Joy, Michael and Linda, were due to live at 

the manse, 103 Ermin Street, but this was not possible and we moved into the 

manse at 168 County Road.  (The building of the new manse at Highworth had been 

delayed because of planning difficulties, so the minister and his family at Ermin 

Street could not move to Highworth and we could not move to Lower Stratton!)  We 

had already arranged that Joy, Michael and Linda would start school in Stratton St 

Margaret, so for three years we had a twice daily ‘school run’ during school terms 

till we moved into house rented by the Circuit in Hynam Close, Lower Stratton, 

where we lived for a year till the manse was available for us. 

 

Renouf family at County Road, Swindon, 1970 

We came from the Frome & Shepton Mallet Circuit, a mostly rural area where we 

had lived in Shepton Mallet for five years, with nine churches in that area in my 

pastoral care.  Before that we had lived in Jamaica where I was ordained and served 

as a minister for nearly ten years in three circuits.  Moving from Shepton Mallet into 

bustling Swindon, with its rapidly growing and multi-ethnic population was exciting!  

During our five years in Shepton Mallet it was difficult to do a quick bit of shopping 

because we were likely to meet friends and, of course, have a chat.  In contrast, 

after we arrived in Swindon it was three months before there was an encounter 

with a friend while shopping in the centre of town!  Wow!  

Swindon’s famous/infamous ‘magic’ roundabout was created during our time at 

County Road and we had the advantage of having frequent family fun rides in our 

VW, checking out how many permutations were possible in getting to and fro! Even 

though we lived opposite Swindon Town FC, sadly I attended only two home games.  

Sorry!  We lived close to the Evans family and developed happy friendship links, 

including the two families going on holiday together. 


